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I t  1s  a  we l l - known fac t  tha t  i nn lg ra t i cn  t c  the
eas te rn  par t  c f  Ncva  Scc t ia  q les  back  ch ie f l r '  t o  the
ar r i v , : l  c f  two  l j  t t l e  s : : i ps .  In  the  r rear  L757  the
s h i  r  t l  ' - { o n  F t r  s o n e t i  n e s  k n o w n  a  s  t h e  r l } 3 e t s v ' r  c a  r e  w l t hr r v t J  \  t

s ix  fa l i l i es  f r c 'n  i *n i laCe lph ia ,  fa l i l i es  tha t  were
c r . lg ina l l v  f ro r  the  L : :w lanCs in ,Sco t land ,  In  the
r r t ra r  L773 ,  s tx  \ rea rs  la  te r ,  the  ' r i {ec to r r l  a r r i ve l  f ron
Greenoch  1n  Scc t land  w l  th  n :s t l ' r  : { l gh landers  aboard '
f r c l  tnen  on  nanv  l l t t l e  sh ips  ecn t inued  tc  b r ing
se t t le rs  f ro .n  the  c ld  I  and .  Thev  haC been  p rc l t sed
f ree  la  nd  a  nd  even supp l ies  f  o r  tne  f  l r s  t  ' ' rea  r  ,
$one  o f  thcse  p rcn lses  wer€ '  hon l r reC,  sone  n : t .  The
iCea c f  a  p laee where  evervcne wou ld  be  equaL cer ta in -
lv  wa s  ver r  3  ppea 1 lng  tc  then Ma n ' r  c . f  these p  eop le
were  wna t  t cda  v  we wcu ld  ca  11  r l re f r rgees  r r l  f  o r  events
fo l low lng  the  de fea t  : f  Char les  S tuar t  a t  Cu l l cden  in
l -746  nade  t t  a lnos t  i rposs tb le  f c r  the 'n  to  s tav  on  ln
the l r  o ld  la  nd  .

l ' r r  sore  \ /ears  a - f  te r  the i r  con ing  there  wa s  no
re l tg i cus  leadersh ip  iev '  Mr '  Cock  c f  1 r ' l ro r  oo  a  few
oceas ions ,  cane  fo r  a  se rv lce ,  and  so l le  paren ts  ca r r led
the i r  eh t ld ren  in  the l r  a r?s r  c r  on  the l r  baeks  tc
l ru ro  cver  a  b lazed  t ra l l  t r  have  then  bap t l zed .  So
appea ls  were  sen t  to  the  o l -d  coun t rv  t c  have  a  m in ls te r
sen t  t c  then .  The  on l r r  rosponse  was  f rc l  the  Genera l
r l ssoc ta te  Svnod  c f  the  Presbv te r lan  Cnurch ,  anC thev
sen t  o r r t  Janes  Drunmond MacGregor ,  l a te r  kncwn as  Dr .
MacGregr r ,  whc  a r r l ved  In  L786 .

r rc r  n lne  \ /ears  Ma eGregJr  wa s  the  c t r l v  l ln is te r  ln
the  a rea ,  (wh icn  wa s  s t l l l  co r rn ted  a  s  par t  c f  } l a l l f ax
Co ' . rn tv ) .  Bu t  In  L795 the  sa 'ne  svnod sent  c ' ' t t  Re ' , r '  i ' { r ,
B rcwn and  Rev '  Mr .  Ross '  Mr .  B r :wn  socn  went  t c  t re
l r r r ro -LcndonCer rv  a rea '  Mr '  MacGreg l r  anC Mr .  Ross
wr rked  tcge ther ,  and  la te r  C iv lded  the  w l rk  ln to  two t
{a  s t  P ic to r r  a  nd  West  P lc tou ,  t r r r s t lng  tha  t  sc f lecne
wor r ld  come and  be  s ta t loned  a t  the  Harbcur ,  (ncw P lc to r r
T :wn) ,  fn  fB05o  Rev .  Lhonas  McCr r l l cch  eane '

- l ,egard ing  c : t r - t reh  b ' t t ld ings ,  a  vear  a f  te r  Dr .
l l a  cGreg- r  cane ,  the  peop le  bu i l t  twc  churches ,  3 f
logs  l f  course ,  cne  fo r  Sas t  P lc tou ,  anC one  f : r  Wes t .
Eas t  was  a ,cparen t l v  where  Mr "  Ken  lun lev rs  ho t rse  i s
now,  j r r s t  baek  o f  S  obevrs  warehc l rse  a t  Lourdes ,  ?nd
on  the  bank  c f  the  Eas t  R ive r .  ra les t  was  a t  Lcch  i3 roon
where  the  p resen t  rep l l ca  log  church  ts  loca ted '

In  1803  the  b ' r l l d lng  cn  tne  Eas t  R lve r  was  re l -oca t -
ed  to  wha t  t s  n :w  kncwn as  Mac le l lan ts  fa rm a t  P lvncu tn ,
€ f f i l+ ,  then ea l led  I r tsh town.  fn  1834 l t  was
lneorpora ted  w i th  tne  nane  Janes  Church  in  honcr  o f
Dr .  Janes  Mae '3 regcr ,  who  had  C ied  ln  1330 .  T r !  LE52
1 t  became cen te red  in  New Glasg)w on  Mac l ,ean  S t ree t
where  F i rs t  P resbv te r lan  now s tands .  ( In  the  1860 ts
i t  eame baek  aea in  to  S te l t ra r ton  w i th  the  new but ld -
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l ng  ea l led  Sharcn  in  1866) .
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we have tc  renember  t i ia t  tnere  l fe r?  :nan l r  J i .a ; rcnes  o f
the  r resbv ter lan  church  tn  the  ord  eount ry .  r t  i s  sa ld
tha t  there  have been th l r ty - four  k inds  c f  p resbv ter ians
th rough  the  vears ,  somet lnes  a  dozen  a t  a  t i ne ,a l t  w i th
separa  te  f , rga  n iza  t lonsr  , /€ t  a l l  under  the  bqnndt  : f
P resbv te r ian lsn  w i th  the  ccnc i l i a r  svs ten ,  wn ich  $eans ,
f rank l ' r r  eon t ro l led  b r r  a  sess ion  cons is t ine  o f  e lde rs
e lec ted  bv  the  peop le .

F r tn  the  t ine  c f  the  f  i r s t  se rv ices  . t f  Dr ,  l {ec
Gregr r  l n  L786 ,  the  on lv  b rancn  c f  the  p resbr r te r ian
church  ln  P ie to l r  count - r  wa s  kn , :wn a  s  Ant t -Jurgher  r  o r
Genera l  , . ssoc ia te  Srnod ,  Ih i r t \ r - cne  \ /ea rs  la te r  ano ther
sec t i cn  r f  the  i resby te r ian  cnurch  1n  tne  i l d  e f r ln t rv ,
the  ' r  ps tab l i shed  churco , ' f  i n "  

"C i1 l " . i ' "o i  ' s . ; ; i .  
i l ; ^ ' ; ; ; ; r "

i n te res ted  and  sen t  o r r t  one  r f  the i r  m in ls te rs l  Rev .
Dcna ld  A i la  n  . i . - ra  ser  a  s  a  . l i ss ionar r  t t  th ts  e f , r ln t ' r ,  _ i i s
f i rs t  cnurch  was in  i4ac 'Lennanrs  l , l c r rn ta in  w i th  serv ices
beg lnn ing  tn  1317 .  Lwc  vears  Ia te r ,  131 t ,  a  sec tnd
church  wa s  begun e  t  . i ra  ser  rs  , ' l c r rn ta  tn r  wh ich  la  te r  wa s
'ncved to  New Gj -a  sgow,  a  nd  wa s  loca  ted  cn  the  s i  te  o f  the
presen t  $ t .  :nd rewrs  Church .  th j  s  was ,  and  s t i l l  i  s
re f  e r red  to  a  s  tne  K i r l l .  - t - r cn  tn i s  ca  ne  $ t ,  J : i rn rs
K i rk  Church  ln  S te l la r ton ,  bu i l t  i n  1353  near  the  c r rner
r f  l ' r c rd  S t ree t  a  nC K l r l . ,  Avenue,  a  nd  fa  te r  in  a  new
br r i l d ing  fa r the r  sou th  cn  l ' co i ' d  S t ree t  on  i t s  ea  s t  s ide ,
near  the  c ) rner  : f  A l la  r :  Avenue .

In  1843 the  i  n^ ror ta  r : t  event  kncwn a  s  the  D ls ru-o t lon
occur red  in  Scc t land ,  i , [an r r  11  the  Presb 'z te r ians ,  led
b- '  Dr ,  Cna l le rs ,  fe l t  tne ' r  nad  to  sever  the l r  connec t i cn
w i th  the  es tab l l sned  church ,  the  C f i , r ch  c f  5c : t l and ,
tne  r tK i r ' {  r l  t ne  f r l l ow ing  i rea r ,  1344e  the  l cvenen t
ea  ne  t r  l i ova  Scot la  .

In  a  w3 ' r ,  i t  wa  s  l rn f  o r t ' l na  te ,  f  l r  tne  ca lses  : f  i t
were  n r t  a  cparen t  here .  C i r ie f  a  ncng  themr  so rew. ]a  t
as  the  case  ear l i e r  w l th  the  Secess lon ls ts  ( ' I re  Bur3hers ,
, i  n t l  ; l r r rShers ,  e tc ,  )  wa  s  tne  fa  c t  tha  t  tne  Jeo i ) le  who
ea r  €  tcg  e ther  1n  I817 wa n ted  the  t r  ca  11 ' r  svs  tem,  t r  i  nv i  te
the i r  own l i n j s te r ,  and  n : t  t :  acee i ) t  one  "a i : . cc in tedr l
o r  se lec ted  bv  the  pa t rcn ,  the  land-owner ,  tne  La i rd .
There  were  nc  la i rds  in  I ' i ova  Scr t ia  r  bu t  the  ncvenent
never t i re less  beca ine  ver r /  s t rong ,  Perhaps  i t  was  supJ l r ted
mos t l r z  b r r  those  whc  were  descendeC f rcn  tne  Seceess ion-
i s ts  (3 ' r rghers ,  A r : t t -B r r rghers .  )  Ther r  nad  eone  t lge t re r
b r r  th i s  t l ne ,  I3L7 ,  b t r t  thev  re f ' t sed  t r  j o i -n  w i tn  the
Kl rk

so  we have  the  eon t lmr ing  d issens lon .  J i ssens icn?
r r r r t  thev  fe l t  ea l led  b l r  God to  be  inde.pender : t  c f  the
s ta te ,  thcpgh  the  s ta te  f  c r  then  was  j : r s t  the  Owner  o f
the  land ,  wh .ose  land  the- r  worked  and  ren ted .  I t  i s
no te  wor th t r  tha  t  the  : { igh la  nders  wer€  los t l ' r  f  r r  the
K l rk ,  beca '1se  the ' r  w€re -no t  ius t - te .nan ls . r  . keepers  c f
parce ls  : f  l and ,  bu t  f r l l owers  o f  the ' rch le f r "  ' {h? .

was  a lso  the  owner ,  Ins tead  c f  w l rk in3  h is  land  tnev

iougnt  f  c r  . r in  in  the i r  nur re rcus  c ia  n  ba  t t les ,  a  nd

a r , i  c , : i l e i  iheas . I \ r€s  t i ie  r i ' csb- , ' te  r . i ;  i :  C : , r , ' r . i . c : t  : f  l ' , r va  i c : t i .a ,



' . : r : ' ? : i t c i .  - i "  . l : s c  r i l t t i ' r es .  i ' ' !  s  l l , i  i ce t  t . i e
s i t ua  t i : n  ' , 1 . r  t :  t " , . :  t 1 ' l l  - : - f  l ' ; 1 -L rue  r :  i :  t 7 \+ i ,  j ' : . t
j t  s t . l i l -  :  t ; i ' . r : ' i c r - ,  0  . . ; . : : . 1 ; . r r _ :  . , t a : s  l a t e r  , r i t h  t he
C. i l . i ' ' 31  i c  a  . \ r r v  t a l i i n ;  t : t ?  ' , . i ;  ce  : f  t r : e  c i ;  r : ,  :  nJ  the
r i i : " s t e r  t a . r i ng  t e r "  p l ace  t f '  t hc  cn ie f r  ES  fa r  as  l c va l -
I ' r  t ; ; s  c : :  nce rned ,

Lh r  i i s sens i cn  l i c  n f , t  l a s t  f c reve r  0n  Oc tobp r  4
135C; ' r  t r ' te  Presbvt , . :  ian Chureh of  l iova Scot la i l  a  nd the
I tF ree  Chureh ' r  eame toge the r  w l th  the  t i t l e  , rp resbv te r l an
Chureh  c f  t he  Lower  P rov lnces , r f

f  n  fBS- there  was  an  even  la rger  un lon ,  wn ieh  th ls
t lme lne luded  the  K l rk ,and  th ls  un lon  beeane  known as  the
Presbv te r lan  Chr r reh  1n  Caada. t t  (Sa l t sp r lngs  d lC  nc t
jo ln  l t  t111  L9C7) .

Get t lng  baek  to  the  s l tua t lon  ln  cu r  cwn town o f
S te l la r t rn ,  bv  the  vear  1845  a  number  c f  the  e t t l zens
were  nc t  P resby te r lans  a t  a l l ,  bu t  f c l k  f ron  Eng land .
whc  were  ra in l "  Method ls ts  o r  Ang l leans .  fn  tna t  \ zear
Method ls t  se rv iees  were  be lng  he ld  w l th  n ln is te rs  comlng

f ron  Wal lace  and  R lver  John .  I t  was  nade  a  c l r cu t  1n
1861 ,  w i th  3ev .  J ,  Cass tdv  appo ln ted  as  a ln is te r ,
New Gla  s .g3w Method ts ts  were  par t  c f  th ts  mtss lon  un t l l
f 880  when thev  ob ta lned  the i r  own e l rcu t .

_  Lhe  Ang l lean  Church  f l r s t  began  1n  f le t :u  t cwn ln
L826 ,  and  the l r  ch r r reh  was  ecnsec ia ted  there  1n  1829 .
( . rnce  a  non th  the t r  n ln l s te r  ca re  t c  S te l la r t cn  t l l l
t he l r  se rv lees  beeane  regu la r ,  qnd  the t r  ehurch ,  known
as  Chr ts t  Chureh  was  b r r11 t  1n  1851  mak lng  t t  the  o ldes t
ehr t reh  b r l l d ing  1n  th ls  town s t t l 1  ln  use"

Wt th  the  r rn lon  ln  1860 o f  the  r ' ree  Chr r rch  and the
Presbr r te r la  n  Chr r reh  r f  I \ rva  Sec t la  ln  tne  Chureh c f
the  Lower  Pr rv inees ,  l t  was  des l red  bv  the  peop le  r f
S te l la r t :n  to  have  aga tn  a  ehureh  bu t ld ing  o f  the l r
own.  So,  1n  1866,  the  chr . r reh  ea l led  Sharcn  was b ' r l l t
bv  the  R iverbankr  BS t re  lower  end c f  wnat  1s  now
MacKar r  S t ree t  was  kncwn.  (There  was  nc  K lng  S t ree t
then)  .  The s l .  te  wa s  about  where  l ' I r s .  Cumrn lnq  I  s  hone
1s now In  l -895 the  lcea t ion  fo r  th ts  was changed to
the  e ) rner  l f  i ead la  rv€nu .€  and  S te l la r  S t ree t ,  [n l s
beau t l fu l  bu l ld ing  was  des t roveC bv  f1 re  in  192 \ ,  and
rep laeed  7n  L926  bv  the  p resen t  bu t ld lng '

I t  l s  we l l  to  rennenber  tha t  wh1 le  Sharcn  Cnr l . reh
was  be lng  rep laeed  a f te r  the  f i re ,  the  Canada-wtde  vo te
was  taken  ln  eaeh  congrega td -cn  o f  tne  Presbv te r tan  Church
to  Cee lde  l f  the r r  shou lC  un t te  w l th  the  Methcd ls ts  and
Congrega t iona l l s ts  1n  a  Un i teC Church  o f  Canada .  A l l
the  ehr t rehes  tn  New Glasgcw vo teC aga lns t t  wh l le  bc th
Presbv te r tan  churches  1n  S te l la r t cn  vo ted  f r r  the
un lon .  I  t  ea?e  par t l  e r r la r l v  hard  on  the  Shar :n  peop le
beeause the l r  werb  ra ls ing  aS "nuch monev as  the  eor r ld  fc r
the l r  new b r r l l d lns .  Those  whc  had  vo ted  aga lns t  un lon
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wtthdrew thelr  sr :pport  and eventual lv btr l l t  the l ' l rst
Presbv ter lan  Cnurch  on  .F 'cc rd  S t ree t .  The ' r  were
Jo lned  o f  e ru rse  bv  those  w i th  d lssen t lng  vo tes  f ron
St ,  Johnrs  Church ,

The Methcd ls ts  th ror rghout  Canada beeane par t  o f
the  Un l ted  Chureho  dee tded  bv  e lee ted  represen ta t t ves
to  the l r  Genera l  Ccnferenee anC loea l  congregat tcns
were  no t  asked to  v ' r te .  Perhaps  tha t  was  the  be t te r
wa\ r  to  do  l t ,  as  1 t  n lgh t  have  avc lded  the  d lsagree-
nents  w l - th  wh lch  thcse  c f  f  resby ter ian  her l tage have
been b lessed,  ? r  eu$sed th rough the  vears

( In  the  coun t les  o f  K lngs ,  Annapc l l s ,  D tgbv ,  Yar -
mouth ,  She lbr : rner  Queens,  a l l  the  Presbv ter tan  churches
eane ln to  the  T ln l ted  Chureh a lcnq w l th  the  Method ls ts
a  nd  Congrega  t lona11s ts ,  )

Perhaps  1 t  wou ld  be  w lse  to  nent lon  tha t  1n  the
Method ls t  Chureh there  were  manr r  d tv ls ions  Jus t  as  there
had been w l th  Presby ter lans ,  Ther r  d ld  nc t  ver r r  nnueh
af fec t  P l .c tou  Count ' r  thcugh,  as  nos t  o f  then had ecne
together  th ror rgh  the  \zearspreced ing  the  ar r i va l  ( f rom
England)  c f  thcse  who had been l " le thod ls ts ,  Bv  the
t lme c f  1861 ,  when  S te l la r t cn  was  made a  e l reu l t  o f  the
Methcdts t  Church ,  they  had Jo lned together  tn  the
Method ls t  Chureh c f  the  Nova Scot la  Conference.

Regard tng  Congrega t lona l t s ts ,  1 t  was  no t  an  tn -
por ta  n t  tss ' re  ln  th ts  cc r rp f , r7 ,  wJ  th  nc  ehurehes  ln  the
eountv  and cn lv  twe lve  tn  Nova Scot la .  Thev  had been
the  na ln  Pro tes tan t  ehureh  ln  wes te rn  Nova  Scc t la
ever  sJ .nee the  con lng  o f  the  P lan ters  f ro rn  New Eng land
whc tcok  up  the  fa rms o f  the  " rcad lans  expe l led  In  1755,
and  the  Lova l l s ts  who  had  ecne  beeause  o f  the  Amer lean
Revo lu t l cn .  Br r t  d !e  to  the  ln f luenee c f  l lenrv  A l l lne
ther r  beeane  Ne.w L lgh ts  and ,  la te r ,  Bap t l s ts , thcugh
A l l tne  h lmse l f  was  no t  a  Bap t l s t .

Our  te rmrrGenera l  Coune l l r r  ecnes  f rom t i rose  who
Congrega  t lona l t s ts  un t i l  L92r '

The word  Cor rne l l  -  f rcn  Congregat lona l l s ts
Conference -  f ron  Method ls ts
Presbv terv  -  f rcn  Fresbv ter lans


