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Early Fresby t erian Chur cnes

J he fla^ne Ylill ia.n !' lac? nerson, fa;he:" of the Session, superintencient of Sunoay
Sci:oo]r app,ears in nany docunenre'; record.s of the early li-e of Sharon Presbylerian
Ch urcn so we are assureo as to ihe aut:.enticiiy of iris diary containeci in a file

in the Rrblic.Ar chivesr i{alifax, which tells i;he story of the begi r^ning of the
Sr.John and Sharon Churc hes.

I{e tells of a d.i scussion betseen hinself and a friend, a hlr.l{aeKenzie,

while walkiJng home fr'orn oirurch in New GJasgow on a $abbath in 185? as to wheiher

Steliarton ( al ttrat tirue Albion -iines ) resi dents were nu*rerous enoulii to build

a church for lnenrseLves. Since 1812 tney had been aitend.ing norship in one or.

other of -t,he three !-resbyrerian Churches in New Clasgof. In wintcr a few i'renf by

foot bur aost travelled by hor se and s]-ei;.,h, In suuner soi:re preferred to'raik

bui ine raajority went by flatear ,irawn by a horse on iire railway r,'hich was placed.

at their oisposal by the nana,ger of toe mines, Jarnes Scott.

! erhaB s tire two nen walkeo along the very sFot, i;iris side of Duff Cenotery-

'irhere L-9e pjoneer sei;rlers of the East River Valle}' had built their 1o g cnurch

seventy-five years earli-er fi--red by their religi.__ous zeal c.eteirnined- ro d! scuss

n ith rheir friends lne possi bili iy of naving once again their oyrn church and

tieeif r own nini-ster uif,hin the bound.aries of th-eir irabi tation.

Although tn ese two men ??ere as one in their determination tohave e. ?resby-

terian Churcir in Aibion.t,[ines it Ls inleresting to ]earn that afier consultation

vrith their frlends, not one but trvo churches were brilt; -he St.John by Kirklen of

tire Establishee Cirurch of Scotlanci and rhe Siraron, whose supportels ivere Secession-

is$s . B asi cally the two bre"ncnes proclai;neC rne same doctrine and tl:e saine *er

iorm of ci:.urch &overlurent but for sone iine there had been keen rivairy belffeen

uhen in P :.ciou County ap in Scotfancl. t_nat arg' serious divislon 1?as preseni is

attestec. by ;:;e ia* t't:,ffiffisais for unlon of tre various brar:ches of tho cliurch

iroo tine io ;irr,e and on iune 1>, lE75 "l:re P- resbp' ierian Cirurch in Canaca caile

in ro beii-rg.
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YSt. John Presbyi rian Church ( The Kirk )

Tha n.ioirr.gf site of St. John Cirurch !tras near the Crossroads on il:e east sid.o

of I'oord. Streetr thus the nane Kirk A.venue. The firsi ninister, Rev. Tfill ia.rri l '{.

Phillipsr was inouciei. in 186J. His successor was Rev. Charles A. Dunn in 1,371 wiro
later acceptbei a ca]]  to LysterrScot lanc.

The nirutes of the Session ( iS70-190? ) in tire l,laritine Conference Arci:ives,

lia11fdx, reveal "biiai iire nexb minister, Rev. Janes "',h;riay, csuseo. soine i.issension

il,nd" it is interestins;; to note thai St. John C hurc;i had bo get pernission fron the
i n  5 s o 1 \ a n J

Egerton.?resbyterl'dto accept his resignation. Fev. l,lr.Rairlcin, Lev. E.Ii.Bu:';;ess

and Rev.D.ld.i', ' lailieson were follovei" by;r R ev. Tl.L.Cunrr:-nghan, nho was:ncuctea in

190E.

At a rneet ing on J!,  I [ ,ay, 1BOB, a discussion took place re;:  arding, lovir :g]

i;ire cl-rurcir t,o a loi, fartirer sou"h on Fooru Sirect. Tlte vilLage, lrhicir was nolr

call-cc Stel-larton, had gro'n:n bey ond tire nuclbu.s of tl ':e nines area so sone of iire

congregation ".';is!iec to have iire cr:urch in a norc ceniral location. ?irere ivas

consi o"erable coni,rov.ers)'as rhe Good T emplars- Y.I'I.C.A. ha.d. joil:tl; ' chosen the

^ ^ , . . . .  1 ^ . . t -  t ^ -  + , ^ ^saiiie reu rer'- r,0eir new i€ll. i i ovever by Sepierrber of i;i:ee sane year ihe $ttua;-

:on i:ad. besl resolved because i,he cirurch records sho'rr that i. i vss dociadd io eiig

t l . ra fnrrr .r i . r - inn f i l }  i t tuo t i re sul face wit i t  rubble si ;one and nove the bui ldlng,on l
bZ/o**o. b+,J4 e iJ^/"--

ii l'rhen tire frost ca;ae. Ihere, on the east side of Foorc Sireetr g.pp:ae-lci.g[g]y J

A r, \ .1 t) l la,r \  l : l , tz
l1'ilgra+a}-e ;lotors auiosobLl-nl'Jqalels{il!-ioll.-si€*d€ the congrel:atiol'r of $t."Tohn

Onuuch ivorshipppd. u.n';il I))Q :tren .;iie;' un-ited. rv'ith Sharon io forn Sraron a::d. St.

iohn Unitec Cirurch in Canaie. Previously" , in Apri16 L925, l.i:ey hrd unitei. i i i ih

uhe conEre;ation of il ie Stellel'ton l'Iethodisi Cirurcir, so ;t nas actually a unj.on of

ii.ree chhuches.

rr rt traesrnoved' by John Fellorvs seconded ty J'it'Iienoerson and r-::naniiio'r;'s11r

resolveC tr,ai t*i-s Boarc of :'rustees of St. Jonn Uniteo Church <1o noir resi6n in a

'r 'n, ' i l r . i i r  nr.r ior, thar,  a congre;at ional ' i ieet in, i . t  of  tce SherOn a;td St.John UniteC Ctiurchv v u J  l r r  y 4 u v -

nalr have t;le o?,.jortu1].l-ty ol appoini;in1 a loaru of irustees whicn sj:all hol<i in trus

trust for the bencfit of Nhe i-'ni.-beo Church of Canad.a all pz,opert;r nov l:.eli and

en;oyed bj '  r ,n" Con;reoat:on o; '  Siraron ruu St.  jo, in L-niLec.r l

Hlz bif,t* s/ *2a". 4/ /  
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he or i6inal  s i ie of tne St.John Cirurch l"ras r?ear i:;e Crogsroais on eSgt g10.e

of Foord. Street , ihus the r:arne ltirk Avenue. T he first ;:.inisldr, ltev. il ' i11iam

;,i. P hi$!ips, was irrducteci in 1865. He was followed by Rev.Ci/arl-es A.llunn in 1371

nno later accep-ueo a call ro l,;rster, $cobland. l ' l ie :r inu tpd ri f  tne Session I i ,7. i-

190? ) in ine - , iar:" i ; :e Oonference Arcir ives, : la l i fa: t t eal tr.rat r"-e next pasior,

Joi:rn Church had, io get pernission fron the P,Ege9lon Presb! i;eryf\to gecepi ii is res-

i  mof.inn Farr " r.Ra.rkln, Rev.E.H.Burgess a/d, F,ev.T.itI. idatheson were folloned byl 6 r l c l  U J V I I .  l l g v . . ' -

new i$.L.Cutrnin5ha"n, who was in';ucied in nje.

At a neeting on ]1 May, 1 , a cliscus.eion took place regarding rloving

the cliurclri;o a lot fartirer south/n Foord 5lz'6et. The village, which Yr&s now

called $tellarton, had g'ro'nn bffind. ihe nuCleos of the rnines area so sone of tre

congregation nisirec the ciiurth to be j.ti a more central &.oeation. Ihe::e wns sone

conirovergi" as ,he Soocl$,4enplars-T.1,'1.C.4. hd jo:ntly ehosen iire sa.ne lot for r[e:.r

new ]ra1l. Hoinrever ,XV Septenber of 1088 the situaiion rlas resolved as ive find

i ' i ;  i o : h ein the ciruuch ?'is that ii was *oci de,.: .o ;ig tr:e foundation, .ll j-l l

Rev,Ja,rnes i,lurray, causei. some .,issension ani it ts i#exc"fi+S to note tnat the Si;.

,/ - -gcotta^d

suriace wi-,h qfc,bie stone ano move ihe builciil i€ oIl i, when t.-e f:'ost ca?e.

/ p { 6 "rd Sf ' ^tela <e,r ()r'4" +lo, v lflua fue'
on "i;e easY sioe 6.o+ro:+i;a+elt ob".D"ffi L:,e col-?Fe arion

P^&'

Jo'rn Cnylch-"zoisi:ipped ur:til they uniued. with tire Sharon Chu:ch in I9J4 ;o

:F.n or..
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n and. St.Johh United. Church of Canaca. Pre viousllr, in Aprit, 1925t ii i5ty

niied w:uh ihe congregfi:-on of uire Stellarton l{eihoi.ist Church so it was really

uniOn of tli.ree cjii.tr.cnes .:-'r'i i,all :,-,"r'rr:Lr.

Tnb,i last 3.oaz"d cf l 'nisiees of St.John Cln-rrcir ;ere r]:e fol1oi'::-n-'s

!r. C.,,t.Young, J.iT.I{enlerson, }i.S,Cutien, Joi'u::l Fellovlsr Jcirn Cavanau.ght

John A' ;jaci{enzj-e , Pe:er r,'rac}onar,;, Joiur iergusonn an.,j. Anurcru* Fe }lo.,rs.


