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Previous to L865, though stel la.r ton or the Albion Mines

B-s it was then calLed. was over e. ouarter of a centuryoLd,

there was no'place of  worshiu in town which the Presbyter lans

eould cal l  their  o.wu..

The Xngl ish Church had been bui l t  previous tor that  t ine.

The Presbyter ian fami l ies were therefore comnelted. to.at tend.

wor*ohip in one or the other of the presbyterian churches in

New Gla.sgolr.

In the wintertime a few travelled. there on foot but the

majo-r i ty went by horse and sleigh.

rn sunmer some oreferred to walk - soue could afford to

drive but a najority went by flat car d.ra.wn by a horse on

the rai lway which was placed at  their  d isposal  a.11 through the

courtesy of  the nana.ger of  the mines (Janes scott) .  r t  cannot

be said the peol le of  stel la.r ton sat in hea,then darkness, yet

they were nlaced at a disadvantage in having rro: place of wonshin

otr their ow:n.

In 185f steps were taken to bui ld a chureh (o,r  churches) and

it came about in this way. The presbyteria.ns at this time were

div ided into- three sects -  the Kirk,  the t rbee and. the Ant i_

burghers.

The ninister of  the Kirk in New Glasgow was Mr.  pol lok of

the Kirk - the trbee, John stewart and. of the Anti-burghers, f lr.

Roy. Mr.  MacPherson, who is st i1 l  among us,  was an Ant i -Burgher,

end Mr.  MacKenzie (deeea.sed) was a staunch bel iever in the
establiehment. The two' were retw ning fron church in New Glasgplr

on a Sabbath in the year 1862 when the, former asked if Presbyterians
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were ncrt numerous e,nouEh in SteLLarton to buiLd a church for

themsef.ve's.

ft wes a.greed that the natter be ta.lked un anong their

f r iends. Mr.  Ma.cKenzie and his f r iends net and af ter

consul t i ' ' t ion i t  was decided to,buffd a church. fhe Kirkma.n

Ied the ven; snatched. a v ictory as the others thought,  Ih is

had. the effect of rousing the slunbering energies of, the Free

Churehnen and the Anti-Burghers. fhey net and they resof.ved

to build a. church. So- the outcone of the sabbe.th talkr zs the

sequel nroved., wa.s not one but two churehes. The nroject w:s

first mooted in 1852 and though at that t ine there were o'n1y

about 5O Presbyter ien fami l fes they resoX.utely set  to:  work and

had the ehurch occupe,t ion in sentember of  the ye: , r  fo l lowing.

The building of such rj. le.rge church as Sharon was

considered a" forrnidable undertaking at  that  t ime. Many had

nisgiv ings that they were at tempt lng too nuch.

I t  was bui l t  by days work and not by contra.ct .  The bui lders

of,  the superstructure were Messrs.  Anthony cul ton and Ja.nes

Chisholm and of  the foundat ion by Mr.  Daniel  Falconer.  At  the

very outset the Li t t le band net vr i th obsta.eles which night have

d iscouraged a .  oeop le  less  reso lu te .

when the fraue had been erdated a ga.1e levelled it to the

ground.. But that nad.e no: natter. up it went again a.nd, without

further mishaps. fhe bui ld ing was f in ished in the yeer 1854.

Among the movinS spir i ts were Dan Donnel ly,  D. A. Diekson,

Dun. MacKa.y,  Caotain I IacKa.y,  John lv latheson, Wi l l iam Macpherson,

Daniel Falconer, l{ i11iam Carr and Wi11ia.m Flenning - none o.f whom
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remein to 'wi tnes-o the f ru i t  of  r , rh ich they soved.

The church was fornally onened in October, 1864, the

nrea.eher being Rev. Wn. Stewa"rt of New Glasgow - wtro took as his

tex t  Isa iah  43 t I2 .  fhe  co l lec t ion  was $  54 .00  -  in  those d .ays

considered good.

I t  is  a coincidence worthy of  note the text  f rom which Mr.

Stewart  preeched. the ooening sermon and. that  Jrom which Mr.

Moratt  prea.ched. the c losing af ternoon sermon were both the 4Jrd

chapter  o f  I sa iah .

trbon 0ctober 1854 unti l the coagregation had a stated.

oa.stor,  the puloi t  was sup' 'pI ied by the Pictou Presbytery.

Stel l .ar ton -  Sept.  L5,  1865

OId Sharon Church was raised by Anthony Culton. The

foundat ion was bui l t  by DanieJ.  3aIconer,  jo" iner work by

Ja.mes Chisholnn.

the chureh onened for divlne service
,.----xtl

nev,/ . lofi iPStewart of New Gf.aseow oreached
\-/ 

','-=,5'/
( Isaiah 45,  verse 12) Co:t lect iong,ZTLOo.

October  2 ,  1864.

the morning service

Rev. John MacKinnon

preached in the evening ( St. John 51 39) .

Commeneenent of Sabblth Sehool in Sh'.ron Church was Nov,

2A, 1854 -  50 schonars.  Ihe f i rst  prayer neet ing -  Nov, 21, 1854.

lhe Presbytery net in ,Ianes Church, New Glasgow on March

6, 1856 and organized the nembers o'f Sharon Church as a eongrega-tion.

Rev. 
1.  

I .  I t lorat t  was indueted June 5,  1866.
*tf tf * * * * * x* * * ** *r(l(* *

References for these notes on the old Sharon came frorn a
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i l ia.ry by a Mr.  MacPherson done.ted to, the Publ . ic  Archives

by Rev. I{r. Johnson, Brid.gewa.ter.

Refer in the archives to:

P  27r  Lz ' l t  L {g r  2L

PANS Connunity record.s: Steflarton Sharon
Church a.nd. o-'ther reeords, (,,Ma.nuscript)
r{e4 Yot L45

The

from the

fcnl"Loring notes on the New Glasgon Church came also

above source.

I l is torv  of  N

At an annuaL neeting of, the eongregrtion held in Shrron

Church Jan. 14, 1887, i t  was re 'oorted that the church bui ld lng

wanted repairs.  the quest ion was asked -  was i t  worth repair ing?

A eoumittee was apnointed to examine who'' reported adverseLy.

The idea. of a new church was touted and took root. At a

subsequent neeting it wrs deeided. to ask for olans a.nd tenders for

a new church, the cost not to exceed $ BCIOO.OO (tney could go to

$1.01000.00  bu t  no  more) .  A  n lan  was tg reed on ,  tenders  ce l led  and

the contract  awarded. to Mr.  John Maclntoeh.

A beaut i fuL structure -  Dure Gothie.  The n1e.n was prenared.

by Da-niel. Gr nt of Nova Scotiar - two hand"sone soires, the na.in one

over 100 ft. high a.nd the sma.l1er one 70 ft, Two front entranees

si tu, ' ted in the towers.  fn the f ront gable there is a large st ' , ined

glass gothic windolr and. e simllar r*i.ndow in the rear gabIe,

The mafn spire is extrenely graceful looking and eompetent

judges. assert there is no:t as fine looking and uronortional e.

sr : i re in Nova Scot ia.
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. $re entrances to. the building are s,'aeious and the easy
neans of, egress w111 enable the building to.be enntied in a
short  t ime.

800 seating capacity but g50 can be aeccmnodated. r52
pews - aI1 cuehloned _ a quarter clrele.

fhe pulpit ts a hand.some pieee of wqrk of Anerican d.esign
and the glft of {oln Macfntosh. , s

Ihe nagniflcent crgan was the gift of a few benevolent
gentlmen and is consldered. In sore respects better than nany a
large reed, etrgan.

Itre be.Ll ras the glft of ltrs. D. A. Dickson and Charles W.
Dickson.

Hr' J' H' rurnbull meached the flret t ine ln the new church' .  
t1  .40on August \' ,-tvq'. Ee toolr as his text Joshua J: g. ,,And.

Joshua seid untcr the children sf rsr.-el eone hither, ind hear the
wcd s of the lord, ycmr Sqd il.


