
RffiLECTIONS CNT OUR PRESB]TERTAN IIERTTA@

The ship Hector arzirzed jn Pictou from Scotland., with its nrany
passengers, on September 15, 1773. In 1774 fiirc of these sane farnilies
took t-p residence along the East Rirrer, from Lourdes to about Rirrer Street.

In 1786, tr,,elve years after their arrival, the residents of
Pictou County appointed a conrni-ttee to secure a minister. A letter was
sent to Scotland and was read to'tl:e Gbneral Associate Synod neeting of
the Presbyterian Church. As a r:esu1t, the Rev. Janes MacGregor, then
only 27 years of age, accepted the jnvitation, and set out almost
innediately for Pictou. He arrirrcd in Halifax and then cane on to Pictou,
arriving July 21, 1786.

The records speak hiqhly of this young nnn, of his dedication
and conmitnent to Chrj-st and ttre chr:rch. In one place it says that he
was a good scholar, and a sound theologi-an. His lmowledge of Gaelic
was accurate and his rnastery of the langruage conplete, as nay be seen
from his Gaelic poems and hlanns.

Mr. l4acGregor preached his fjrst sernon at East River, a litt1e
below vhat later becane Albion Mines (Stellarton), on JuIy 30th, 1786.
For njle years he r,'as the sole mjnister jn Pictou County - preachinq,
visiting, travelling on snowshoes in wjnter and by canoe jn sunner.

During the npnth of July, 1787, a log church - 40'x 30',
wi thout  a  pulpet  r  ox heat ,  was bui l t  on the s i te  of  the o1d
Duf f  Cemetery.  I t  was replaced in  1803 by a larger  f rame
bui ld ing at  I r ishtown,  or  P lymouth as i t  is  known today.  I t
was here that  Dr .  MacGregor  bui l t  a  house made of  br ick and
l i ved  the re  un t i l  nea r  t he  end  o f  h i s  l i f e .

For  44 years,  James MacGregor  l ived and worked
in  P i c tou  Coun ty .  He  d ied  March  3 ,  1830 ,  f o r t y - f i ve  yea rs
af ter  he arr ived here f rom Scot land.  He l ived to  see the
congrega t i on ro f  wh ich  he  o r i g ina l l y  was  the  so le  Pas to r ,
grow and develop in to s ix  conqregat ions,  wi th  set t led Pastors.

ST. JOHN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

St.  John Presbyter ian ehurch,  the Ki rk ,  had i ts
o r i g in  when  i t  was  o rgan ized  a t  A lb ion  M ines  (S te l l a r ton ) .
I t  was  an  "o f f - shoo t "  o f  S t .  And . rewrs  chu rch  i n  New G lasgow '
and was located on the East  s ide of  Foord St .  near  what  is  now
K i rk  Avenue .  The  f  j - r s t  m in i s te r ,  t he  Rev .  W i l l i am Ph i l l i ps ,
was inducted in  1863.  The people of  St .  John Presbyter j -an
church cont inued to worship in  that  bu i ld ing unt i l  1888,
when the decis ion was made to move to a new locat ion far ther  up
Foord  S t ree t .



I t  was in  1926 that  the Methodis ts  of  Ste l lar ton jo ined
wi th the St .  John Congregat ion to  become St .  John Unj - ted Church.
They cont inued to whorship in  that  bu i ld . ing unt i l  1934.

Nine min is ters  served St .  John Presbyter ian church f rom
1863  t o  1934 .

SIIARON PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH

Sharon Presbyter ian church was formal ly  organized
Februa ry  19 th ,  1866 t  by  the  Rev .  A lexander  Ross .  The  f i r s t
mini-ster to be inducted in to the church was the Rev. Andrew
Mowat t r  or r  June 15,  1866.  fnc identa l ly ,  the Rev.  Andrew Mowat t
is  the Grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ruth Boothroyd,  whose husband was
Min i s te r  o f  Sharon  S t .  John  f rom 1954  : -  L963 .  Sharon  P resby te r i an
was a "ch i ld"  o f  James Presbyter ian (ca l led af ter  James MacGregor)
in  New Glasgow.

The or ig ina l  Sharon Church was bui l t  on the lower s ide
and  Nor th  end  o f  MacKay  S t .  and  was  ded ica ted  Oc tobe r  2 ,  1864 .
I t  was about  where Mrs.  Mar jor ie  Cummings house is  now.  The
congregat ion cont inued to use that  bu i ld ing unt i l  1889,  when the
decision was mad.e to relocate on Acadia Ayenue. It was here th,at
the second Sharon church bui ld ing was erected.

Un fo r tuna te l y  t h i s  beau t i f u l ,  s ta te l y  bu i l d ing  was
des t royed  by  f i r e  on  Februa ry  24 ,  1924 .  I t  d id  no t  t ake  the
congregat ion long to  come to the decis ion to  bui ld  the th i rd
Sharon church.  fn  1925 a br i -ck bui ld inq was bui l t  on th is
p resen t  s i t e  and  d .ed i ca ted  on  Februa ry  2 t ,  1926 .  Th i s  i s  t he
bui ld ing we cont inue to  worship in  today.  S ix  min is ters  have
served Sharon Presbvter ian church f ro  m 1866 to 1934.

REFELCTIONS ON OUR METHODIST HERITAGE

The h is tory  of  Methodism in  Pic tou County began wi th
the openJ-ng of  the coal  mines in  1798.  At  f i rs t  the sp i r j - tua l
regui rements of  the Engl ish coal  miners were met  by i t inerant
min is ters  f rom t r {a l lacer  River  John or  f rom Truro.  In  1845
at  the request  o f  the min ing company the Rev.  Ri -chard Weddal l
came to Alb ion Mines.  At  f i rs t  serv ices were held at  homes ,  o t
hal ls  and not  unt i l  L862 d id they have a church bui ld ing.  I t
was  bu i l t  on  Foord  S t .  nea r  A l1an  Ave .  ,  and  the  f i r s t  m in i s te r
was the Rev.  John Cassidy.  I t  is  in terest ing that  unt j - l  1888 the
New Glasgow Methodis ts  came here to  worship.  The or ig ina l
Methodj -s t  church bui ld ing was dest royed by f i re ,  but  the manse,
a  ve ry  beau t i f u l  bu i l d ing ,  s t i I l  s tands .

In  1925 the Methodis t  congregat ion jo ined wi th  the
St .  John Presbyter ian Church to  become the St .  John Uni ted
Church.  The Methodis t  Church was then used as a church hal l .
I t  la ter  burned.



It is difficult to thilk of the I'Iethodist Chr:rch in Stellarton
without thid<ing of the Mission Hall. It was built by the lGthodists
jn 1919, near Kirk Arrenue. The r,rork actually began about 1916, to fill
the needs of the French and Belgian people enployed by the Ceneral MJning
Association. Ilany of them could speak Iittle, or no, English, so they
vere deprived educationally and cuIturaIly. Miss Susan Slzlrrcster was
the first Eeaconess.

In the ensuing years the Mission Hall seryed as a social centre
for both nen and woflEn of the area, as r,e1l as a Sunday School for tLeir
children. Records show that irr 1918 as rrEmy as one hundred children
attended Sunday School. The children looked fonrard to the annual
picnic wLen nerchants of ttre tor,vn urculd transport ttre children to the
seashore in their cars and treat threm to ice-cream.

For rnany years the Mission Hal1 was used as a Kindergarten.
Its last use was as a day-care centre for children. It was jn 1970
that oneof the Sr:nday School teachers, trtlrs. Verna Gass, realized thre
need for pre-school trajnjng for for:r year olds, so she, assisted by
It4rs. Betty l4acKenzie, initiated a headstart prognram vdrich becane the
"Happy Tjlres" pre-school.

In 1975 the Mission HaII r,ras damaged by fire, and later so1d.

Fourteen rninisters senzed the ltlethodist Chr:rch, from 186l to
L926 .

REELECTIONS CD{ CI]R CCT{GREGATICD{AL TIERITAGE

Though the Congregatj-onalists r,'ere the least nunerous of the
three partners in the Church Unj-on of 1925, thejr influence has been
felt as individual congregations harze derrcloped, and strong traditions
and lay participation has increased.

There $€re no Curgregational Churches in Pictou County, and
only tr^relrie jn Nava Scotia. They had been the rnain Protestant church
in Western Nova Scotia ever sjnce the comjng of the Planters from New
E:gland, vdro took orzer the farms of the Acadians ocpelled in 1755, and
of the layalists vfrro had ccne because of the Anerican Revolution. The
term @neral Council cones frcrn the Congrregational Church.

REE-I;MICNS ON TTIE UNITM CHURCH OF CANADA l-925 - L934

Years of planning and negotiating culrninated cn June 19, 1925,
when the United Church of Canada was born. A :ceremony and Conrnuni-on
Ss:rice in Mutr:al Street Arena, Toronto, attended by 7,646 persons marked
the r:nion of tlre lr4ethodist Church of Canada, the Congregational Union
of Canada, and about sjxby-two per-cent of the nembers of the Preslcyterian
Chr:rch jl Canada. It was the culmjnation of nnny years of discussions

arlpng the r:niting chr:rches.



The Minister of Sharon Presbyterian Church at the t ime
of  un i -on in  1925 was the Rev.  C.  C.  Maclntosh.  The Min is ter  o f
the Methodist Church in Stel larton at that t ime was the Rev.
Harry  I .  Jqmes.  The.Rev.  D.  M.  Matheson was the Min is ter  o f
St .  John Presbvter ian Church.

It was in 1934 that Sharon United Church and St. John
United Church amalgamated to become Sharon St. John.United Church
with Rev. Dr. George M. Young the Minister. Ten Ministers have
served Sharon St .  John Uni ted Church f rom 1925 to 1989.


